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This article uses extensive research done by Roy Woodward-Clarke and his wife, Diane, 

following their purchase at a stamp auction of a letter written by Agnes Bracken to her 

mother in 1827.  Such was their interest in this letter that it encouraged them to search for 

further details of the Bracken Family.  They have kindly allowed me use of their written 

notes for this article.  Other material was found in Sutton Coldfield Reference Library 

(references given herein), particularly in the 'Agnes Bracken' folder, also in Keith Jordan's 

Photographic Collection, the author's own local history collection, www.Ancestry.co.uk. 

and www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk.  Agnes Bracken and Caroline Bracken's photos 

can be found in Sutton Library.       Janet Jordan 
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Introduction 
On Saturday, 7th July 1860, an advertisement appeared in Aris's Birmingham Gazette 

for the sale of a publication called The History of the Forest and Chase of Sutton 

Coldfield.  The author's name was not mentioned; perhaps  the prestige of the town 

was enough to promote the book!  Priced at Five Shillings, it was to be published by 

Simpkin, Marshall and Co of London and Benjamin Hall of 71 High Street, 

Birmingham.  

 

 
 

History of the Forest and Chase of Sutton Coldfield in Sutton Coldfield Reference Library 

(QSH97SUT) 
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The following description of the book by Roger Lea, a local historian, appears on the 

website of the Sutton Coldfield Local History Research Group (www.sclhrg.org.uk,  

under History Spot, Bracken 2[406]).  

 

Miss Bracken’s history, published in 1860, was the first printed history of the town. It was 

the result of long study, the first chapter using the Anglo Saxon Chronicle and the 

Domesday Book for an account of the likely state of Sutton in those distant times. Thereafter 

she follows the account of Sutton given by Sir William Dugdale in his “Antiquities of 

Warwickshire” of 1651, a vast scholarly work based on quantities of source materials, many 

of which no longer survive. Miss Bracken gives translations of the latin charters quoted by 

Dugdale, and adds some information of her own, particularly her eye-witness account of the 

ruins of the manor house as they were in her day. 

For the later history of Sutton Miss Bracken is mainly concerned with the stories of the 

principal families who had occupied the great houses - Moor Hall, Four Oaks Hall, Langley 

Hall, New Hall, and the Rectory - having access to the relevant records. She also used 

sources shown to her by the Rector, by the Warden, and by the Grammar School solicitor, 

enabling her to bring the history of the town up to date, but largely ignoring the social and 

economic history. Although she was involved in charity work and in the work of the 

elementary schools which gave her first-hand knowledge of Victorian Sutton, she preferred 

to characterise the town as a rural utopia, where “the cottager, rambling in search of his 

depastured cattle, feels the pleasure of possessing rights, not the less acceptable that he 

shares them with his richest and his poorest neighbour”. 

Roger Lea 

 

It may be that the author, we now know to be Agnes Anne Bracken of Sutton 

Coldfield, chose to remain anonymous, although the townspeople of Sutton 

Coldfield were well aware of her standing in the town as a member of the gentry.  

Her book undoubtedly was awaited with eager anticipation, her accomplishments 

already  well regarded. 

 

 

Not only an historian, she was also an artist and her paintings then adorned many a 

wall of the local houses.  Donations by collectors of her work continue to find  their 

way  to Sutton Coldfield Library and further details of her remarkable life appear in 

diaries and books written by her contemporaries.  
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It follows, therefore, that she was a lady of great significance to the history of Sutton 

Coldfield and deserves to take her place with the likes of Bishop Vesey, WK Riland 

Bedford, Benjamin Stone, etc. 

 

 

This article is an attempt to give as much information as possible about her life and 

that of her immediate family members.  I have found so much overlapping 

information that it is difficult to create a simple narrative of their lives,  so I have 

decided just to present  all records that I have in some sort of chronological order. 
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AGNES ANNE BRACKEN 
 

 

 

A Brief Outline of her Life 
 

• Baptism of Agnes Anne Bracken took place in the Parish of St. Peter & St Paul's, Aston 
on 17th December 1800 (Wednesday) when she was 5 weeks old - therefore she was born 
between the 7th and 13th November.  Her Baptism record states that she was the 
daughter of Richard and Anne Bracken of Erdington 

• Came to live in Sutton in 1816 

• Moved to Vesey House, High Street in 1820 

• Her mother died in 1843 

• Wrote a history of Sutton in 1860 

• Was an artist and historian 

• Died February 26th 1877. Entry No. 274 in Parish Burial Register 

• Buried in Holy Trinity churchyard March 6th 1877. Ceremony performed by W.K. 
Riland Bedford 

• Lived in Vesey House, High St. with her three sisters, Everilda, Caroline and Emily. 
None married 

Roy Woodward-Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

Agnes was born in Erdington, although the exact address of where the family lived 

has yet to be discovered.  Her father, Richard Bracken, as a resident of Erdington, 

had been on the Gamekeepers' Register in 1795 and was still in receipt of a Game 

Certificate in 1810 . 

 

 It would appear, therefore, that it was then that  the family moved to Aldridge, 

where her father  died in 1816.   

 

This was when her  association with the town of Sutton Coldfield began.  Her 

mother brought her and her three sisters, Catherine, Emily and Everilda, to live in 

"Mrs Duncomb's house",  according to Sarah Holbeche  in her diary 

(BCOLQ942.496081HOL).  
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 Mrs Duncumb was the widow of Joseph Duncumb who lived at Moat House.  In his 

Will of 1773 (QSH 77.31) he bequeathed funds for her to purchase furniture for an 

alternative property should she wish not to live with her daughter after his death.. 

 

Not long after Joseph's death in 1792, their daughter Elizabeth married  Shirley 

Farmer Steele Perkins and he became the owner of Moat House, leading one to 

surmise that Mrs Duncumb then moved to another house.  

 

It is believed that Mrs Duncumb's new home was a property known at some time as 

The White Hart in High Street.  This has yet to be verified.  It was situated opposite 

No. 58 High Street, the home of Sarah Holbeche and her sisters, which itself was 

demolished to make way for the railway in the 1870s. 

 

The Bracken family remained there until 1820 when they  moved into Vesey House in 

the High Street.  Sarah Holbeche recalls in her diary: 

 

"1820:  Acorn House divided for Dr Pearson and Mrs Bracken, each taking up 

their separate residences.  They were son and daughter of Pearson bookseller 

in Birmingham and the descendant of Aris - Aris's Gazette." 

 

Acorn House was originally named after a stone acorn on its parapet overlooking 

High Street, but later named Vesey House. 

 

Five years later, a notice appeared in Aris's Birmingham Gazette on the 16th May 1825: 

 

"To be let, and entered upon at Midsummer, a very genteel House, situate in a 

pleasant part of the town of Sutton Coldfield, and late in the occupation of 

Richard Pearson, Esq, M.D." 

 

Many years later, Agnes was to purchase the whole property, but one wonders if a 

new tenant was found for Dr Pearson's half of the house at this stage?  This was one 

of the most prestigious properties in High Street and it would have cost a lot of 

money to maintain. 

 

Records show that Agnes was employed as a teacher,  amongst her many other skills 

and she was, no doubt, a very confident young woman.  The following letter by Ray 

Woodward-Clarke to the  Observer newspaper on Friday, June 13, 2008  refers to  a 

rather remarkable incident in her life which took place in 1827. 
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Ray Woodward-Clarke, Sutton Coldfield 

 

 

 

 

A  copy of this "fascinating long letter" and a transcription of the same are as 

follows:- 
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The "fascinating long letter" of May, 1827 

 

 
Page 1 
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Transcription by Mrs Diane Woodward-Clarke 
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The account of Agnes's trip down to London makes one realise that travel was not 

necessarily a thing to be feared in the early 1800s, particularly if one had the funds to 

pay for reasonable transport and to be able to enjoy the sights. 

 

The Census of 1841 shows  the Bracken family to consist of  ladies of independent 

means living in High Street, Sutton Coldfield.  Caroline Bracken's Will suggests that 

they possessed an abundance of stocks and shares between them, thus explaining 

the degree of wealth they must have had to afford their  independent lifestyle. 

 

This did not protect them from human frailty and  in 1843 their mother, Anne, died, 

followed by Evanilda in 1847.  The remaining three continued to live in the town,  

engaging in all sorts of social and charitable work, being staunch members of Holy 

Trinity Parish Church.    

 

One assumes that Agnes earned an income from the teaching positions she was 

known to have held, but these were hardly necessary for her to purchase Acorn 

House (later to be called Vesey House) on 29th September  1860.   

 

The following year, about the time her book was published, Agnes was called upon 

to perform an unexpected legal task.  For some reason, it became necessary to wind 

up the estates of both her father, Richard, and that of an infant sister, Barbara, who 

died at 7 weeks  of age.  Agnes dealt with both estates within a fortnight  of each 

other around the beginning of 1861.   

 

Her sister had died in 1808 and her father in 1816.  Both estates were valued at under 

£450 (approximately £53,000 in 2018).  The strange thing was that Agnes's mother 

Anne, as her husband's Widow and Relict, had not bothered to deal with either 

estate in her own lifetime, leaving Agnes to deal with them.  The question remains as 

to why this all became necessary? 

 

 

 

Details relating to the Letters of Administration for Barbara and Richard follow:- 
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In 1861, the Census shows Agnes to be visiting a family member, Catharine Blick, in 

Bonehill, Fazeley, Tamworth and in 1871 she was in lodgings in Penzance, staying in 

Clarence Street . Her sisters were staying in the same street but in other lodgings - so 

perhaps they could only get separate accommodation for their holiday!   

 

They socialised with  such wealthy families as the Holbeches, the Riland Bedfords 

and the Chavasses.  Across the road at No. 3 Coleshill Street lived the young 

Holbeche son, Richard,  His diary written in 1892 recalls  his  early life in the town in 

the 1860s.  He called it  My Recollections of Sutton Coldfield (Q726.50942496HOL)  and 

this is what he had to say about Agnes Bracken: 

 

 

 
In Vesey House were three sisters, the Misses Bracken.  The eldest was Agnes, the like of 
whom I do not know or have ever known.  A woman first, authoress, artist, antiquarian, 
philanthropist, of the strongest individuality, with the softest heart, such was Agnes 
Bracken, and I speak of her with respect and affection. 
 
Her delightful book on the place she loved so well, is a local classic, her pictures adorn many 
of the drawing room walls of what few old Suttonians remain, and record the park as it was, 
the town as it was, and many friends as they were. 
 
She was thorough, her mission work, her activity in every thing that was likely to benefit 
others or animals, are not likely to be forgotten till the old Sutton folk have quite died out, 
which will perchance be ere long. 
 
She took great pains in trying to teach me water colour drawing, and would take me for long 
walks in the park, telling me of the Roman roads, barrows and cromleches.  She went to her 
rest in 1877. 
 
Her two sisters, Caroline and Emily, the former my god mother who had a great deal of quick 
wit were good ladies, proud of dress and sterling withal. 
 
 
 

Richard Holbeche 
 

 

 

Another teenager, Francis James Chavasse, who subseqently became a Bishop of  the 

Anglican Liverpool  Cathedral  and  whose family then lived in Wylde Green House 

on the Birmingham Road, was also on good terms with the Bracken sisters.  He, too, 

left memories of the sisters in his diary  (SH78.1CHA) 
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Nov 19.1863  Thursday.  Did not feel any better, went to town as usual.  Sat nearly all the 
time in the Reading Room & had a good read at the Magazines.  Mr Ridgeway gave me a 
short lesson.  Mrs Webster from Hill & the Misses Brackens came to dinner.   
Oct 8.1865  A miserably wet day.  Aunt Wyld came.  Mamma & Hetty went into 
Birmingham to meet her.  They were both wet through.  I walked to Sutton, & payed a 
farewell call on Miss Holbeche, Miss Bracken and Mrs Holbeche. 
Jan 18.1866  Went with Bertie, Miss Bracken, my Mother, Miriam & Maggie to a C.M. 
Meeting in the Christ Church School Rooms in Pinfold St.  There was a good attendance, & 
the proceedings most interesting.  Dr Miller took the chair & Mr Venn of Hereford spoke.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed it.  I was very sorry to hear that the funds of the Society were not 
increasing as they ought to do.  No young men too were now offering themselves either from 
Oxford or Cambridge.  May God stir up the hearts of his people.  We came home by the 9.10 
train. 
Ap 13.1866  My last day at home.  Came over in the carriage which came up to Sutton to 
fetch Maggie & Miriam from Miss Bracken's.  And so ends my Easter Vac. 
 
 
 
 

Francis James Chavasse 
 

 

 

It is interesting to note that in those times the eldest daughter of a family was 

addressed on paper simply as Miss Bracken, whereas younger daughters were 

addressed as Miss Catherine Bracken or Miss Emily Bracken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mention has been made of Agnes's water colour 

drawing and the fact that some of her pictures have 

been donated to Sutton Coldfield Local Studies Library 

in the past.  She signed her pictures with a piece of 

bracken, thus:- 
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A SELECTION OF AGNES BRACKEN'S PICTURES 

Agnes Bracken's Pictures are in Sutton Coldfield Library Local Studies Department 

 (These come from Keith Jordan's Photograph Collection) 

 

 
A view of Sutton Coldfield, 1863 

 

 
Blackroot Pool, Sutton Park, 1863 
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Blackroot Pool, Sutton Park, 1863 

 

 

 

 
Bracebridge Pool, Sutton Park, 1863 
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Keeper's Pool, Sutton Park, 1863 

 

 

 

 

Manor Hill, 1868 
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Sutton Coldfield from Railway Embankment, 1863 

 

 

 

 
Sutton Coldfield from Sutton Park, 1854 
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Sutton Coldfield from Sutton Park, 1863 

 

 

 

 
Little Bracebridge Pool, Sutton Park, 1841 
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Sadly, Agnes's life came to an end on 26th February, 1877.  We know from the Parish 

Register that she was buried in the churchyard of Holy Trinity Parish Church on the 

6th March,1877, aged 76 years, the ceremony performed by W.K. Riland Bedford. 

However,  no trace has been found of her grave or a headstone.  These were 

probably removed with the alterations to the graveyard in the past.  Her death 

certificate is lodged under Ref: Aston, 6d, p264. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Agnes's death in 1877 was reported in several newspapers including the London 

Evening Standard of the 5th March 1877.  This reads: 

 

 

" Death on February 26th at her residence, Sutton Coldfield, Agnes Anne, 

eldest daughter of the late Richard Bracken, and great granddaughter of Alan 

Bracken, of Goodhan Scales, in the country of Westmorland." 
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This confirms the origin of the Brackens (although Alan was Agnes's grandfather not 

her great grandfather).   

 

The following Old Cumbria Gazeteer, Scalthwaiterigg Parish 1770 map published by 

Thomas Jefferys of London (www.geog.port.ac.uk/webmap/the lakes)  shows the location 

of Goodham Skales in the Southern Lake District. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Trinity Parish Church, too, paid  a  fitting tribute to her in the Parish Magazine 

a month after her death. 
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Extracted from "The Sutton Coldfield Parish Magazine."  No. 76. April, 1877. 
 

IN MEMORY OF AGNES ANNE BRACKEN 
It is impossible to allow the death of this long-respected inhabitant of Sutton to be recorded in 
the Parish Magazine without a brief summary of the virtue and talents which obtained for 
her the place which she held in the esteem of her neighbours.  Although so long a resident 
among us, Miss Bracken was not a native of Sutton, but was born at Erdington, November, 
1800.  Her family removed to Sutton in 1816 and in 1820 she came to live in the house in 
High Street which she never afterwards quitted; in which her monther died in the year 1843.  
Miss Bracken had for many years been imbued with sincere religious sentiments; and she 
commenced active work as a teacher in the schools of Sutton as far back as the year 1820 - a 
work only interrupted by her last illness; and in the same year she began to act as a cottage 
visitor in the remote hamlets of Roughley and Little Sutton, the latter of which, after a 
regular district visiting association had been organised, became her specific charge.  When the 
Corporation first opened a school at Walmley, it received for several years her unremitting  
attention, and she assisted in the charge of that district also.  She was chief manager for many 
years of a penny bank for the children of the Sutton schools, by which habits of economy and 
providence have been much encouraged among them.  Indeed, her religion was of an active, 
practical kind; ever busy for the welfare of those among whom her lot was cast, and not 
unmindful of the wider bond of sympathy by which we are united to all the nations of the 
earth.  For the furtherance of this latter object she supported the Church Missionary Society 
in various ways, particularly by the proceeds of an annual sale of work, &c., by which a 
considerable sum was realised in aid of its funds.  A Female Friendly Society, first established 
many years ago, found in her an able and zealous manager; and all the charities and useful 
institutions of the parish have much to thank her for. 
 
Her talents were also usefully and happily employed in the portraits of her friends, which 
placed on canvas by her skilful hands, are to be found in many neighbouring homes.  Her 
views of Sutton and its environs are not only valuable as works of art, but as records of 
scenes now disfigured or swept away.  But a more permanent memorial of her attachment to 
this place is to be found in her History of the Forest and Chase of Sutton Coldfield, a 
topographial and historical work of not trifling value, and of peculiar interest to all who wish 
to be acquainted with the chronicles of their ancient town.  This volume, involving not a little 
labour and research, first appeared in 1866 (sic).  The author sank to her rest on February 
26th in her 77th year, beloved and respected by all around her, and was buried in the 
churchyard of that church for which she had done so much, and where for so many years she 
had worshipped in spirit and in truth. 
 

Note.  Presumably compiled by the Rector, Rev. W.K.R. Bedford 
  

 

Her sisters, Caroline and Emily were named as her Executrixes and they must have 

been somewhat surprised to see how many beneficiaries were to inherit under her 

Will.  This is a transcription of  it:- 
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Will of Agnes Anne Bracken 
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The Will dated 15th February 1867, shows what a generous nature she had.  She 

mentioned the following names in her Will:- 

 

 

Frederick Pearson, Sutton, Beds., Clerk in Holy Orders  ) Trustee 

 

Francis Vere Hodge Middleton, Warks., Clerk in Holy Orders ) Trustee 

 

Mary Greaves Pearson, Bath, Somerset     Cousin 

 

Margaret Ryder Wylde Pearson, Bath, Somerset    Cousin 

 

Caroline Pocock (widow of William Innes Moreton Pocock)   Cousin 

 

 

William Innes Pocock ) 

George Innes Pocock )  Sons of Caroline Pocock 

Alfred Innes Pocock ) 

 

 

Francis Pearson       (Surgeon living in India) 

 

Francis Mary Forshall       Cousin 

 

Caroline Elliott (wife of John Elliott)       Cousin? 

 

Helen Ibbotson        Cousin 

 

Catherine Hodge (wife of Henry Vere Hodge), Middleton   Friend 

 

 

Beata Margaret Hodge ) 

    ) Twin daughters of Catherine Hodge 

Anna Helen Hodge  ) 

 

Robert Vere Hodge  ) 

    ) Sons of Catherine Hodge 

William Theodore Hodge ) 

 

 

Details of the Hodge Family were found, as follows ( www.familysearch.org):- 
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1n 1996 a blue plaque was affixed to Vesey House in the High Street, Sutton Coldfield, 

the house she lived in for most of her life,  as a final accolade to a lady whose 

wonderful book gave the town's  inhabitants a greater understanding of its history 

and whose beautiful pictures showed its full glory as it was in the mid-1800s.   

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiyk8XX2KTeAhWmxYUKHZKKAG8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.blueplaqueplaces.co.uk/agnes-ann-bracken-blue-plaque-in-sutton-coldfield-5138&psig=AOvVaw2wnoV09rUxEJ5ohVVpwQlB&ust=1540663433440429
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HER PARENTS, 

RICHARD AND ANNE 
 

  

 
RICHARD BRACKIN (Father of Agnes).  Buried April 5th 1816. Age 54 years. Abode 
Aldridge. Ceremony conducted by Henry Jab, Curate of Aldridge.  Entry No. 448 Page 56 
Parish of St Peter & St Pauls, Aston 
 
ANNE PEARSON (Mother of Agnes). Born 1767. (Christened 6/11/1767. Her father 
Richard Pearson. Her mother A?. Birmingham, St. Martins). Buried May 17th 1843. Age 
75. Parish of Sts Peter & Paul, Aston. Entry No. 816. Page 113. Abode Sutton Coldfield. 
 
RICHARD BRACKEN married ANNE PEARSON on 3rd October 1799 at St Martin, 
Birmingham 
 

Details  from IGI and Parish Records 
Ray Woodward-Clark 

 

 

  

The following document almost certainly relates to Agnes' father, Richard Bracken 

 

 

 
INDENTURE between John Gillam Welch formerly of the parish of Yardley but then of 

Smethwick, co. Staff., gent., Richard Vyse of Yardley, gent., William Litchfield of Yardley, 

gent., Samuel Litchfield of Birmingham, taylor, and RICHARD BRACKEN of Erdington, 

merchant, being a release of two closes of land and appurtenances in Yardley.  

 
 

Birmingham City Archives, Ryland Martineau Collection 
 

MS 1587/Acc 1943-027/588224 
 
 

6 February 1808. 
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HER SISTER, EVERILDA 
 

It would appear that this sister's accomplishments went unnoticed in the town of 

Sutton Coldfield, but there is no doubt that she possessed the same charitable 

qualities held by the other women of the family, as evidenced by the following 

account:- 

 

 
She is known as "the forgotten sister", because she died at an early age and details of her life 
have only been discovered in more recent times.  Although born on 22nd February 1802, it 
was not until 17th May 1805 that she was baptised at St. Peter and St Paul's Church, Aston 
at the same time as her two younger sisters, Caroline and Emily. 
 
Little has been recorded of her activites in Sutton, but it is likely she was involved, along with 
her sisters in their charitable work around Sutton Coldfield. 
 
However, the circumstances surrounding her death and the Church Memorial erected in her 
memory show that she possessed the same qualities as her sister, Agnes. 
 
She had been paying a visit to London where she stayed at The Rectory adjacent to St Mary 
Church, Rotherhithe.  The Rector was Edward Blick, a friend of the family, who conducted 
her funeral service. The Rectory was situated only a few hundred yards from the entrance to 
the Thames Tunnel which was the first tunnel in the world to have been built under a river.  
At that time the Tunnel was in use for pedestrians only, as the funds for building the 
approach ramps for wheeled vehicles were not available.  During the six years it had been 
open the conditions in the Tunnel had deteriorated and had become rather unsavoury.  
Twenty two years before, in 1827, her sister, Agnes, had visited the workings when the 
Tunnel was being built, as detailed in her written graphic account of the experience in the 
letter to her mother back home in Sutton.  The Thames Tunnel is still in use but now carries 
Tube trains between Rotherhithe and Wapping on the East London Line (as at May 2004). 
It is not known if Everilda followed in her sister's footsteps and ventured into the Tunnel but 
what is certain is that she became seriously ill with "an inflammation of the lungs" (probably 
peripneumonia), a not uncommon complaint in mid-nineteenth century London Docksides.  
The unfortunate Everilda succumbed rapidly to the infection and within three days died in 
The Rectory on the 12th September 1849 age 47 years.  Present at her death was Mary Short 
who lived nearby in 9 Albion Street.  She was a shopkeeper and wife of John Short (a Lighter 
Man), according to the 1851 Census. 
 
Everilda's Will gives us further small insights into her life.  She left her topaz brooch to her 
sister Emily and her pearl necklace and her writing desk to her sister Caroline.  To her sister 
Agnes she left her rings and her share in the Old Union Mill in Birmingham.  Everilda may 
have had a musical talent as she owned a guitar; her Will stipulated that her guitar was to be 
sold for a sum not less than £8.  It must havebeen a very good guitar as £8 then had the 
equivalent purchasing power of over £400 in 2004. 
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The Memorial states:- 
 
 

EVERILDA BRACKEN 
OF SUTTON COLDFIELD 

SECOND DAUGHTER OF RICHARD AND ANNE BRACKEN 
OF A FAMILY OF THAT NAME FORMERLY SETTLED 

AT GOODHAM SCALES WESTMORELAND. 
DIED IN CHRISTIAN FAITH AND HOPE 

WHILE ON A VISIT 
AT THE RECTORY OF THIS PARISH ASSISTING TO 
RELIEVE THE SUFFERERS FROM THE CHOLERA 

SEPT 12  1849  AGED 47 

HER BODY IS BURIED IN A VAULT UNDER THE CHANCEL. 
 
 

 

 
This simple memorial commemorates one who died caring for the sick during the second and 
most serious outbreak of cholera ever to affect England and Wales.  In the periiod 1848-1849 
over 53,000 deaths from this disease were registered, out of a population of about 14 million.  
The nature of this waterborne disease was quite unknown at the time. 
 

Roy Woodward-Clarke 
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HER SISTER, CAROLINE 
 

 
Born 1802/3. Entry No. 534. Ceremony by L. Wood  
Christened: 17th May 1805, Aston Juxta Birmingham, Warwick 
Buried June 27th 1887, age 84  
 
 

 

On the Census night of 7th April 1861, the Bracken sisters were all away from home - 

Agnes visiting Catharine Blick in Bonehill, Tamworth, and Caroline and Emily 

visiting Jane Blick in Fazeley, Tamworth, a schoolmistress.   

 

On the Census night of 2nd April 1871, the Bracken sisters appear to have gone 

together on holiday to Penzance, staying at difference addresses.  Agnes was lodging 

with Mary Ann Harvey, a widow, at No. 13 Clarence Street,  Caroline was with 

Mary Bosuston at No. 7 Clarence Street and Emily was with Charles Vibert at No. 12 

Clarence Street.   

 

Caroline was the last of the sisters to die, leaving 
an Estate worth £5,355.14 (in 2018 worth about 
£700,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A copy of the Probate of her Will follows- 
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It is possible that Caroline is one of these two beautiful young women portrayed in  

the copies of Agnes's paintings kept in Sutton Coldfield Library, but, if so,  which is 

she? 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HER SISTER, EMILY 
 

 

  
(Born  1st February 1805) Entry No. 349. Ceremony by WK Riland Bedford 
Christened 17 May 1805 Aston Juxta Birmingham, Warwick 
Buried July 23 1878, age 69 (actually 73) 
 
 

 

As with Caroline, on the Census night of 7th April, 1861 she was away from home 

visiting Jane Blick in Fazeley, Tamworth, a schoolmistress.   

 

Similarly, on the Census night of 2nd April 1871, the Bracken sisters appear to have 

gone together on holiday to Penzance, staying at difference addresses.  Agnes was 

lodging with Mary Ann Harvey, a widow, at No. 13 Clarence Street,  Caroline was 

with Mary Bosuston at No. 7 Clarence Street and Emily was with Charles Vibert at 

No. 12 Clarence Street.   
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HER INFANT SISTER, 

BARBARA 
 

 
 

 

This little girl only lived for 7 weeks.  She died on 12th September 1808 and was 

buried on the 15th September, presumably having been born about the middle of 

July 1808. The Burial Register states that  she was buried on the South West, St Peter 

& St Paul, Aston. Her Christian name was not entered, but Letters of Administration 

granted to  Agnes on 10th January1861  confirm it as Barbara. 

 

 

There are some unsubstantiated records in this connection.  A monumental 

inscription at St Peter and St Paul in Aston was recorded as follows:- 

 

 

Anne 1843 death 

Everilda 1849 death 

Richard 1816 death 

Infant daughter 1808 death 

 

 

This obviously refers to the Bracken Family.  We know that Everilda died in the 

rectory at St Mary Church, Rotherhithe and her body placed in a tomb below the 

chancel in that church.  The above inscription raises the question "was her body later 

brought back to Aston and buried with her parents and the infant daughter, 

presumably Barbara?"   
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Agnes wound up her estate in 1861. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HOUSES LIVED IN BY 

THE BRACKEN FAMILY 
 

 

Erdington 

 

There is a 'Bracken Road' (off the Kingsbury Road/opposite St Peter and St Paul 

Catholic Church)  in Erdington.  It is not known if this was named as the location of  

a house that the Bracken Family lived in.  Apart from that, nothing has been 

discovered as to its whereabouts. 

 

 

Aldridge 

 

This property has not been found. 
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"Duncumb's House", Sutton Coldfield 

 

This is thought to be the house known at some time as 'The White Hart' in High 

Street, opposite No. 58. Ongoing research may be able to verify it. 

 

 

 

Vesey House 

 

This was the house in High Street that the ladies of the Bracken Family occupied for 

most of their lives.  An article in the Observer Newspaper called History Spot by Roger 

Lea describes the history of the house thus:- 

 

 

 

 
Taken from Roger Lea's 'History Spot' in the Observer Newspaper  

(www.sclhrg.org.uk,  History Spot No. 228) 

 

 

Vesey House in High Street was under construction in 1635, being built in brick by John 

Burges, the Rector of Sutton at the time. It was a two-storey house with stone quoins at the 

corners and seven regularly-spaced stone window frames on the first floor, presenting a flat 

regular frontage to the street. The house was built round a central courtyard, making it the 

grandest house on High Street. Burges built it for his wife Lettice - Lettice was the great-

granddaughter of Hugh Harman, the brother of John Harman alias Vesey, Bishop of Exeter. 

Thomas Willoughby inherited Vesey House, then known as the Brick House. He was a 

leading Parliamentarian in the Civil War, and an MP in one of Cromwell’s parliaments in 

1656. During the Commonwealth period marriages were conducted by Justices of the Peace 

in private houses, and many Sutton couples were married in the Brick House by Thomas 

Willoughby in the 1650s. 

The 1674 Hearth Tax shows Mr. John Adis as the owner, paying tax on 16 chimneys (New 

Hall, with 17 hearths, was the only house in Sutton with more). The Addyes family of Moor 

Hall owned the house in the first half of the eighteenth century, a period when many of the 

big houses in High Street were having a face-lift to give them a smart Georgian frontage. 
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This made Vesey House look old-fashioned, but when it was modernised a different style was 

preferred - an extra storey was added as well as three two-storey bays, the whole frontage was 

rendered and a large stone acorn decorated the apex. 

Hacketts succeeded Addyes as owners of Moor Hall and Vesey House - it was known as 

Acorn House in 1820 when new tenants moved in. The house was divided into two, Dr. 

Pearson living in one half and Mrs. Bracken in the other - they were brother and sister. Later 

the three Bracken sisters lived there, and Agnes Bracken the artist and historian purchased 

the house in 1860 from the Hackett estate. The diarist Sarah Holbeche noted in 1868 that 

Miss Bracken was upset because the stone acorn at Acorn House had been taken down as 

unsafe. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Acorn House, detail from Everitt’s 1850 painting of High Street, showing the acorn on the 
pinnacle 
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Vesey House, c1970. (photo courtesy Sutton Reference Library) 
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