The “Four Oaks” Spraying Machine Company
by
Adrian Lanchester-Hale
The Four Oaks Spraying Machine Co (FOSMC) was situated in Belwell Lane, Four

Oaks, Sutton Coldfield. It was replaced during the mid 1970's by a Waitrose store
(closed 2020) and the Lloyds British building with a Wine Bar on the ground floor.

The above image was taken by a member of the public in the late 1960's or early
1970's and the resultant slide given to the Sutton Coldfield Reference Library. It
shows Fernlea, the Ludfords' house on the left with the offices on the right. Just
visible above the office roofs are the gable ends of the manufactory behind the offices.

It was one of two spraying machine manufacturers in Sutton Coldfield, the other
being J.A. Southerton who used the trade name Martsmith, previously Martineau and
Smith of Birmingham. The site of this manufacturer in Coleshill Road is now that of
a Porsche dealer.

The founder of the FOSMC, William Charles George Ludford, had been born in 1867
to William and Elizabeth Ludford, his father born in Middlesex, his mother was from



Sutton Coldfield. He purchased Fernlea, a house on the north side of Belwell Lane,
just to the Mere Green side of the railway bridge in, perhaps, the late 1880’s or early
1890’s, his name appearing on the 1891 Burgess Roll and with his family on the 1891
Census, which recorded his occupation as an accountant’s clerk.

A sprayer machine catalogue from the 1950's and also one produced in 1968 indicate
that the company was established in 1895.

Information taken from a document contained within a Company Microfiche record
received from Companies House Cardiff tells us that in September 1898 WCG
Ludford purchased a plot of land situated next to his house, Fernlea, from a John
Jones in Belwell Lane. It was upon this land that he subsequently built his works and
some offices fronting Belwell Lane.

The manufactory created by WCG Ludford was situated initially next door to his
house, Fernlea. Photographs show a building with ivy or creeper growing up the front
with the name in large gold coloured letters just under the first floor windows. This
was originally a four gabled building, though photographs taken in the early 1970’s
show a fifth gable over a garage door entrance with the addition of Ltd after the name.

Below is a view of the offices taken from the south eastern corner of the junction of
Mere Green Road with Lichfield Road looking across the island up Belwell Lane and
showing the offices without creeper.
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The same photo also shows the old Midland Bank building on the corner predating
somewhat the following image showing the newer bank building. The offices of the
Company are once more covered with creeper.

In the above photo, the gate to the left of the offices is part of the double gated
entrance to the yard which gave both access to the house and the manufactory behind.

On 28th February 1902, WCG Ludford submitted a Patent Application,
GB190204825, in respect of Improvements in Garden and Other Syringes, which
essentially patented the design for an undentable syringe. The Patent was Accepted
on 29th January 1903, this would suggest that these items may have been produced
and sold from mid-1903 onwards.
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While | was at the Canwell Show in August 2006 displaying a number of sprayers, a
former employee of the FOSMC advised me that when WCG Ludford was returning
home one evening on the train from Birmingham to Four Oaks, he came across an
idea while toying with some corrugated card packing with him. He realised that if
turned with the corrugations out then the central working barrel would be protected.



Plans submitted to the Borough of Sutton Coldfield in May 1911, ref no 2290,
indicated the intention of WCG L to construct a single storey office block, 42' x 20/,
on vacant land to the rear of buildings that fronted Belwell Lane. Work continued and
various documents show completion of various stages of work, the one relating to the
Form of Notice as to Drains, signed off on 19 March 1912, indicated that the company
was known as the The Four Oaks Undentable Syringe Co. Interestingly, this matches
the name shown on some early undentable syringes. A number of Undentables in my
collection and on others that | have seen pictures of, also had the name The Four Oaks
Nursery Co shown on some of their parts.

Further plans were submitted to the Borough of Sutton Coldfield on March 26th 1912,
ref no 2373, in respect of the construction of a 2 storey Store and Packing Warehouse,
approximately 41' x 32', within the vacant area on site.

Subsequent planning applications Ref 2777 in May 1918, together with Refs 2858 and
2859 in September 1919, indicated that the business was expanding such that further
space was required for the business to continue.

In 1909 he purchased the leases of some of the properties on the opposite side of
Belwell Lane. Subsequent acquisitions took place in later years. In time these led to
the FOSMC owning the leases of the properties 1 through to 17 Belwell Lane.

1909 saw a number of spraying machines entered into a demonstration of spraying
machines, liquids and liming machines held on Thursday April 22" and organised by
the Wisbech and District Fruit Growers’ Association. The prizes to be awarded were
six silver gilt and six silver medals. Other firms taking part included: Benton and
Stone, Birmingham; Cooper & Nephew, Berkhampstead; Strawson & Son, Reading;
Drake and Fletcher, Maidstone. Four competitions were arranged: Class A - Knapsack
Sprayers for liquids; Class B — Sprayers on wheels for liquids; Class C — Limewash
Sprayers; Class D — Knapsacks for distributing dry powders. The field opened at
10.30 a.m. and half an hour later, when judging commenced, reports indicated that
there was a good attendance. The Four Oaks Spraying Machine Company succeeded
in being awarded the silver gilt medal for Class A with their Knapsack sprayer for
liquids. The judges noted that the machine shown by them was exceedingly simple in
construction and very well made. A selection of their own nozzles was used and the
‘Marvellous’ nozzle was very much admired, giving a large spray with good force.
While they were not successful in any of the other classes, contemporary press reports
mentioned their entry in Class C with two machines, the one with the thirty gallon
tank being their best.

Entry into the Northern Fruit Congress competition in October 1910, held at Hexham,
produced two gold medals.

By 1911, the business was doing well enough to support advertisements in such
publications as the Estate Book, issued by the Country Gentlemen’s Association. The
1911 advertisement boldly states that ‘The “Four Oaks” Syringes Spraying and
Limewashing Machines are acknowledged by all users to be the best the world has
ever seen. It featured their Undentable Syringe a range of syringes that were sold with
a three-year guarantee against indentation of their working barrel, the working barrel
is wrapped within a corrugated brass tube with the corrugations being on the outside.



Prices for these in 1911 ranged from 12s 6d for a No 9 which was one-and-one-eighth
in. by 20 in., to a No 5, best quality, teak handled example 1+3/4” by 20 in., 32s!
Also featured was The “Four Oaks” Patent Knapsack Sprayer, No 101. This was a
sprayer, with a capacity of 3 +1/4 gallons, was carried on the back with an operating
arm on one side and a lance at the end of a 3-foot best India-rubber tube, fitted with
the “Four Oaks” Patent spraying Nozzle and short brass tube with a stop cock. This
cost 45s and the advert advised that in addition to spraying fruit trees and trees of all
kinds, vines, hops, Coffee, Tea and Cocoa, also Potatoes and other crops, it could also
be used for Limewashing.

THE ESTATE BOOK, 1911

The “Four Oaks” Syringes

the best the world has ever seen.
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An example of instructions for use of sprayers from 1912 is shown below:

THE
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““FOUR OAKS"”

MEDAL

Spraymg & Limewashing Machmes.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
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These Machines can alto be used for Sanitary Water Paints, in the mme way.
OILING. The machines should alwaya be kept well oiled.
With the bucket type of Limewashers, the piston rods should be oiled before and after use,
'-— Instructions in a nutshell— :
PUMP EASILY! KEEP MOVING!
HOLD NOZZLE ABOUT 12 INCHES FROM WALL.

Copyright, 1912 PT.0,
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Now awarded
30 60LD & SILVER MEDALS.

Buers Ganitine “FOUR OAKS ™
Machine bears our Hegistered
Trile Mark,

The “FOUR OAKS”

RELIABLE GOLD MEDAL
Spraymg & Limewashing Machines.

Awarded PREMIER Hanours at all the
feading Shows.

Latest Successes ! Two Gold and Two Sllver
Medais, Hexham Great Froit Congress, Oct, 1910,

Between two and three hundred
square feet of surface can be
—hmewashed in five mmutes.

These Machines are smmble for

Spraying and Limewashing

of every description.

Nuve
Lnraluable not theiy
only for roat in
Limcwashing ong
Building=, but week,
for Spraying und do
Caltle und Sheop tlie
for F'ly, Fruit wWork
Trovs {u.hmwt betder,
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The “ROYAL” Pattarn, £3 18 0.

No Farmer, Cowkesper, Dairy-
man, &c., can aford to be without
one of these machines,

The " FOUR QOAKS™ machines
have powerful prmps giving plenty
of force behind the gprny which
ensures penotration of the finid
into all the minute cracks and
cravices where discase and posts
breed. and  which canset be
veachad by a brush. The “"DAIRYMAN' Pattern. £2 17 6.

The “FARMER," a cheaper Pattern. £1 19 6.
- A customer weites i—" With one of your macbines L have completed ruy wihitewashing
which usually tokes 3 davs in X4 hours, and the work is done bettern”

Sole Patentees and Manufaciurers !

The “FOUR OAKS” Spraying Machine Co.,

Spraying Specialists, No. 44, SUTTON COLDFIELD, BIRMINGHAM.,

Complete Catalogues free on applicatzion,




In 1913 WCG Ludford submitted a further Patent application which was aqcepted in
July 1914 - ref 1913016492 for improvements in the construction of Spraying
Machine.

STOCK LINES ready < agpes ' for immediate delivery.

The 66 % &
e Four Oaks

Spraying & Lime-washing Machines
THE ORIGINAL AND BEST MACHINES ON THE MARKET

“FARMER " Pattern “DAIRYMAN" Pattern
Powdmn suitable for spray« Capacity 6 gallons.

ing wny Liquid, iancluding Limewssh
Capacity 4 gallons, Very Strong Container,
THE CHEAPEST RELIABLE o S iy, B,
rmines, Speaying Newezla (which also forms
LIMEWASHER OBTAINABLE Stewight Jet) and  Limewnthing Nozzle
Complete with 6 1. beat quality Hose, Straizer,
Sywayiog and Limewnshing Norzles. £4 0 o0

i z:.{:.a.c Agitatcr, if dusired, 6/« extra,
gitater, ired, 6/~ extra, i §
Unchokeable Neazle, if desired, 2f- extes, Unchokeable Nozsle, i desired, 2/v extra,

A —=

N  MANUFAGTURERS OF /
\___ SPRAYING SPECIALITIES

“TRIUMPH" Pattern The *“VICTOR"
Double Action Lever Pump Paum
Rt D i ¢ gl e
Spaaying Arm with Stopesck, Siraiver, The Cheapast Machine
Speaying Noxzle (which alio  formas we make for wheeling
straight Jor), and Limewnshing Nezebe, nbout.
€8 5 o ,coﬂmilsh.;q.d.n: '
Agitates, i desized, 6/ exira, l_.mm. Nﬂ::&. g " :"_ R
! Unchokeable Nazzle if desiced, 2/- exira | [ 27 10 0 T
.~ TO MEET THE Vs
HO_!E AND OVERSEAS MARKETS N\
““ » GOLD MEDAL “ ’”
FOUR OAKS” yyafoilc ¥ERA  brs The_ ‘BRIDFWAIE& sP qﬂe;n _
The machines which have beatea other makes in open P m ey gy R i e
competition again and again, The machine we recom- /)
Goverasment approved Standard Paters, mend for beavy work.

The ™ Four Oala * Exioral Type.  The “Four Oaks " Internsl Type o ,,’f:‘.i?f S came i
= 1, works entzrely ostude the
liquad.

This  Machine secured
“ Tropical Life™ Gold
Modal at 1he Jotesrnaticnal
Rubber Exhititron, Loos
don, in competition  with
other mukes.

Al makes an
affcient fire
extinguisher,

£17 10 o

Thie high-class ssachine consists of s 18-gallon Galyanised Tank with
The uriginal type o Knspeack powerful Gun-metal Pump, Agitator, lr fr. of 3-ply best quality

Beoss Ball Valves, Brase Possp, Sgwayer, with Rubber diae Arswered Hos, Bress Tube with Tap, special Speaying Noexde for

all working parts ouhide con- phragm  pump and rubber Lisewih, alo Noxdle for Froit Tree Speaying, and a plain Jet foe

taivey £4 10 0 valves, £4 10 0 Wasking with water, Straiser, ete,

Complete Calalogues, coataining full Lists of Four Ouks ing, Li hing and Disanfecting Machines, from B2/8 each; wlso ing Puspe,
frum ﬂﬁ. Speaying Syringes, Garden Syringee -isndwd Heetizubtural Brassfoundry, free an appheation 1o the Sole Mnnar:::l,uu

THE “FOUR OAKS” SPRAYING MACHINE CO., YOy .8AXS Sutton Coldfield, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND
Telegrans asd Cabdea - "SPRAYERS, FOUR OAKS™ Coden: A B C and WESTERN UNION. Telepbone | No, 35 SUTTON COLDFIELD,
B The sbove and masy otiser fines are kept ready in atock for immediate delivery.
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Limewashing not surprisingly featured heavily in their range of equipment, as this
was a regular activity to be undertaken and often very laborious. The spraying
machines sold ranged from their “Farmer” Pattern, a 4 gallon limewasher, a bucket
with a powerful brass stirrup pump built into it which could also be used for spraying
any liquid, including limewash, costing £3 2s 6d, to, eventually in the 1950’s, two
mechanised sprayers the “Self Propelled”. This initially featured two 12 1/2 gallon
drums with horizontal spray bars and lances. Powered by a single cylinder 4-stroke
Villiers industrial engine, coupled to a three-speed Albion motorcycle gearbox and
double reduction chain drive to the single axle, it required minimal effort to operate.
The liquid was drawn simultaneously from both tanks and passed through a filter
before entering a Brook pump driven via a VV-belt directly off the engine and thence
via an adjusting valve to the spray bars at the front of the machine. The liquid could
be delivered either in a horizontal style across a 10 foot spread of the bars or could be
altered to deliver it vertically to bushes etc. In 1959 the cost was £135. Later a further
version was built offering a total capacity of 55 gallons but based on the design
essentially that of the 25 gallon example. This would cost £218 10s 0d.

1931 saw a further Patent Application by WCG Ludford, Accepted 1932, patent Ref
367172. This resulted in the introduction of a new Sprayer known as The Marvel.
Below is a copy of the drawing that accompanied the patent application showing
various cross sections of the construction.
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Advertisements were regularly placed in numerous publications, a selection showing
the range of variations produced is shown below:
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FOUR OAKS

Sprayers
For far better, lower-cost whitewashing, creosoting,
disinfecting, deodorising. Keep the mill, stores, out-
buildings, sweet and clean always by constant spraying.
Six-gallon sprayer (pictured) with 10 feet armoured
hose, strainer, and varying nozzles for all kinds of spray-
ing, including fruit-trees. Price 121/-. Similar sprayer
mounted on wheel for
easy transit. Price 172/6

DAIRY FARMER (Leicester) says !

"' The six-gallon sprayer has
given me seven years' splendid
service, and is still working well,"

MAIDSOF FARM ANDDAIRY
FIND PLEASURE IN TNIS
DELIGNTFULLY EASY,
QUICK, CLEAN SPRAYING,
WHITEWASHING IS NOT
NOW A TIRESOME TASK.
NOBODY TIRES WITH A
F.0. SPRAYER.

M.R.C.V.S, (Somerset), says :—
** A most satisfactory means of
distributing disinfecting  fluids,
The penetrating, finely-divided
Spray ensures thorou;hnnss. and
economises materials, '

SPRAYERS OF ALL KINDS MADE AT FOUR O0AKS

———Telephone—Four Ooks 305 ———
FULL LIST THE FOUR OAKS SPRAYMACHINE CO,,
{40 pages) Free. BELFLO WORKS, FOUR OAKS, B'HAM.

_—

Please write for



214 THE IRONMONGER BUYERS GUIDE, 1946

FOUR OAKS
SPRAYERS

LR LA

—

Four Oaks
r** Pat-
tern. 18 gallons. For
large Orchards and

GOLD MEDAL
for
GARDEN
GREENHOUSF
AND
ACTORY USE

The Four Onks "Ezceldor"

Bucket Sprayer. 36/6
Bpcestng o et
ra: 2
chines on the Market
Copper No. ro1
£5 14 0 I-uur Onks
or unnedd,lor f
st Wi ayer for
Lime F'omlu
Sulphur Spraying.

Four Ouks Bucket
\ Pump Sprayer

. ¥ “Colonial” Pauem for
| Four Oaks “Farmer” Pat- Spraying Fowl-houses,

tern,  Powerful Brass Pump, etc 6
witable for  spra ing any “Colonial ]ujor,§
liquid, including £x 100

Capacity 4 gallons. £3 19 6 A lighter form of abave.

ALL IRONMONGERS SHOULD STOCK “FOUR OAKS"™ SPRAYERS
SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUES TO THE SOLE MAKERS

The "FOUR OAKS" SPRAYING MACHINE cCoO.
Prices are subfect to conditions prevailing when Ovwders are veceived,

FOUR OAKS WORKS, FOUR OAKS, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND |
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All Timber Merchants should adopt
THE

QUICK AND EASY
w\n;wnmnc and CREOSOTING
DISINFECTING

Mmtl‘u With a ** Four Oaks'* Machine soo
m&n feet can be beautifully limewashad in 10
utes without splashing or inconvenience, and
no scaffolding belng necessary reduces the risk
of accidents,
One coat applied with a machine on rough, uneven
wulls or surfaces is equal to two coats applied
'Ag: nhc erial, being
the mat applied as a spray a
powerful pnmp, is driven into cracks and cmbizg
where disease and insect pests breed, and wbem
no brush could ever reach,
With a machine a man can do as much in balf an
hour as in a day with a brush,
e T s iviag o sl
tinnecessary ; it Detng poss wit
of an extension lance to 10 spray to a height of 25
lert without any 5.
ev:.lz ndly limewashed,
labour bill saved. All cost of
nved Woark done far better than

= mﬂoldhg
lllnstnuon lham Four Oaks ** w fzard **
Pattern limewashing a wall, :L"mfm be done with a brush in one-tenth

So Easy! So Quick! So Little Mess! Such a Beautiful Even Coat !

Prk: of "“’ftntﬂ " Pattern, as illustrated (capacity 6 gallons) and complete wlth‘;o -ft, tnbbct
ose and 2 ne
Four Oaks ** Wizard-de-Luxe* Pnttem ‘as above, but with m'oag corm;a!ed lron oonlahmr

and armoured hose.  An excellent machine for hard wear a3 713 0
Other patterns: ** Farmer,' 91/6 “ Farmer-de-Luxe,"” 99]6 e Da'ryn.un." 117~
The Four Oaks
“FARMER-DE-LUXE” 99/6
Pattern

Capacity 4 gallons. Powurfal brass pump suitable for spra
ing any liquid, including Limewash, Complete with 6- t
armoured Lne 2 nozales, :md strainer, Vcry umgsauud
Bucket o

* Farmer'* l‘aunm as -bow bnt plaiu bucket and rlnlu
hose, &e, os

Complete Calalogues frec omn application fo the Sole Manufacturers:

The Four Oaks Spraying Machine Co.
Four Oaks Works, Four Oaks, Birmingham

Tel.;: Foum Oaks s05 Teegrams: “Srraver, Four Oars®’

o tnmonnvm nu-rouro-umuumwmmtmnd -
, and refuse cheap, worthless imitations

From the 1948 Timber Trades Directory
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The 1950's also saw the start a range of both tractor mounted sprayers and tractor
trailer units being offered with tank capacities ranging from 40 to 60 gallons for the
tractor mounted and 40 to 300 gallons for the tractor trailer units

The range of machines they offered was, to say the least, extensive. On page 1 of
catalogue number 35, date estimated to be around 1930 as | have an invoice from this
time dated October 25th 1930 with a price for an identifiable sprayer whose price on
invoice matches that as in the price list, Introduction, reference is made on this insofar
that they claimed to 'Be by far the largest actual manufacturers of sprayers in Great
Britain'.

Detailed examination and cross referencing of catalogues currently in my possession
at February 2023, indicates that basic models and variations thereof, and excluding
pipework, nozzles, fittings, etc; number approaching 190. Catalogue 35 indicated
that, through competitions entered, they had received over 60 Gold and Silver Medals.

MACHINES ARE

WITHOUT THIS _ NOT
REGISTERED A i GENUINE
TRADE MARK 2 a:sTb- “FOUR OAKS "™
—_THE FOUR OAKS. MAKE.

Introduction.

T is with ver y great satisfaction that we are enabled once .xg(.l;ll
to report the continued and unparalleled success of the “"Four
Oaks "' Sprayers. Everywhere the " Four QOaks ' have

secured the PREMIER position, until now they have achieved
the proud distinction of obtaining

OVER 60 GOLD AND SILVER MEDALS,

which is a world’s record for Spravers. One award was Gold
Medal, International Rubber Exhibition, London, 1914,

By making a special study of Spraying and Limewashing. and
by consulting practical horticulturists and fruit growers, we
have been enabled, as manufacturers, to attain the best results.

(.)Ill anm ').‘u: ')(‘r-n. .Hh’l ‘-Vl“ --nn(inu-~ to t-':. to make the ** I"( 1 R
OAKS " SPRAYERS
THE BEST IN THE WORLD,

AND BRITISH MADE THROUGHOUT,
noted for their rehability, good workmanship, and excellent finish
Every machine in this [ist ig always in stock, and despatch is
guaranteed per return
We claim to be by far the largest actual manulscturers of Sprayers
in Great Britain, and our machines have a reputation all over
the world.

WARNING TO INTENDING BUYERS.

Owing to the great success of the ' Four Oaks ** machines, and
the satisfaction they always give, several manufacturers, finding
they are unable to sell their own machines, have made up machines

to LOOK LIKE the ' Four Oaks.”

This speaks for itself. Do not buy a limewashing or spraying
machine without seeing the ' Four Oaks trade mark on it.
I'housands of testimonials received from delighted users.
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A number of the competitions in which they were successful included:-

Wisbech Fruit Growers Association Spraying Demonstration April 22nd 1909
Silver Gilt Medal for Knapsack Sprayer

Bath and West Rochester 1910 First Prize for Knapsack Sprayers

Sussex Agricultural Show 1910 Silver Medal for Knapsack Sprayers

Hexham Fruit Congress October 1910 2 Gold Medals

Royal Horticultural International Exhibition, 1912, Silver Cup for Sprayers
RHS Trials of Spraying Machines and Syringes, Wisley Grounds, April 23,
1913, Highest Awards for Spraying Machines, Garden Syringes, Spraying
Nozzles and Special Award for Knapsack Sprayers

International Rubber Exhibition, London 1914 - 1 Gold Medal

While nearly all of their spraying machine patterns were given a name, the names
given to a number of the models they produced were local to areas/people around the
factory; i.e. “Yenton”; “Weeford”, “Shenstone”, “Streetly”, "Maney" and "Vesey".

The letterheads used by the company made proud reference to the competitions
entered and awards given as illustrated below:

FIRET PRIZE  siwvem Gty wen,
o O S s

YO e Foul

TrLmamams::

"SPRAYERS, roun oaxa” .
TeLupHoNe ! — - 64 Lo

200 GUTTON OOLOFIRLD SOLE INVENTORS <& MANUFAGTURERS or vis

FOUR OAKS UNDENTABLE SYRINGES, SPFRAYING & LIMEWASHING MAGCHINES,

RISTHIEN Y e, FOUR OAKS,  SUTTON COLDFISLD,

e
Chagens tn e mrsnd " Mldland Mask Lia * HEAR BIIRMINOMAM,
A ro mu--ﬂaw
Forsr Cmbes Tywmpong Co
July 20th 1925
Messra, J, G, Panfleld % Sonn L:td, g2
anoen Agrioultural Engineers, Teme Strest. ., Tonbury
X FOUR OAKS " Oup Lestner fitted to Flunger vnlve
M gd. nets S
»
. Postags 2
. —.__.________.B_
* Wo. 59764 i teapsne® Z 39
IRECELVET JframMArirmmro o it

the suwm  uf IR o AR Pounds ST TN, Y T 7 PP

Sl Pimes

for THE FOUR OAKS SPRAYING MAqmins:g-
,'.‘--'_:“, e S

<

WA Compliveants and et Thonie

v, WOtion misst Do ghvan e the
N )
dintaly par snrmn Pisliway,

Any goods recelved damepeil st o slgand AMAGE

cnmaigned ' O u Fron, Gurnng

AT ponhutgds wild Ay conditad dw pulf if ok CATIEAG »
Miwst b sidisod nsmmantiitedy ihey ave veroried.

16



PRIZE  Siven wnr wEDAL
AR 1 T FOUM AR WMAFSALN RIRAYEN,
AT WIRATI ASHAYING DEWORESHATINN, APRIL RS 1008,
W GOWTETIYIiN W1TH Au N G Wi s o, e

St e y
'|‘ TR s ‘i )
\ 1] g

TELAORAWS ! X
"SPRAYERS, Fous oaxe’ Y OOBSE AL 3

Torermone

308 Rurron CoLbriEL. soLK mvnnvoao “Ns MANUFAGTURERS u e
FOUM OAKS UNDENTABLE SYRINGES, SPRAYING & LIMEWASHING MAGHINES,

Fim e . FOUR OAKS, Swmﬂ'mo.
Choqsm 18 be rowmd Mkl d WEAH BIMMINAN AN

i m:.r.

Menors William J. Markhom & fon,

Ironmongers, Merket Squure, Buckingham.

84603 f
|

FOUR OAKS "Dutryman-de-Luxe™ Pattern Machine l
» n Unchohbh Y¥oszle 4n ldeu of ordinary |

/5 |
l ﬁ? lesn 287 '
| & (ﬁ/ Por Goods Train Oarrisge FPorward,
/8,
o '

e g e et e o A

mmmmmunwn W cmm.num

AN pawkingrs widl o comdiind vw fld of veuenad CARRIAGH PALD in pood comdiiiom within 24
Musi e L‘umwwm e

Cetober 28th, I1¢80

Mallway
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The ** Four Oaks”’ Gold Medal Syringes

(Patent). The test boon 1o the gardener ever invested

Acknowledged by all users the best syringes the world has

aver seen uommmm.n these syTingos
will ever buy say

li

‘s Wienl Syringe, complete with jet as

™ Four Oaks ~ Undentable
.m.&» Mf“-l
anland -

e rd

No. I, Best quatity, with tsak bandle | xnu‘:m Hr2in tm 1 r:nb u;n

No. 2. Good quality, rosewood handle 1]« 10k 265/ Thx TH o W8 1> 18, 366
B Standacd shere stronely recommended

* Rour Osks ~ Undentable “lc*m&lu the under-

aides of leaves and branches cannot 2 ordinary h&-
wwm-«‘tm mh:‘nl:up

No. 5§ Best quality, teak handie Tho 10 in WG 1)« 2010 4000 ) r:ln-.un

Mo, 6, Good

qualit .wih-\hl v 10 M 118 in 08 1] Hin 1D
B Standard sices strongly recommended

The ** Four Ouls = Undentable Spra The most usedul "t
hhul.uﬂ’“l- v.alnum‘;m
Invaluable lor ordinary spraying or for distribeting

No 9. 1) =20 s 210, 120 ju 280,
I8 Stted with guick Mg ball walve, The 1) > 20 in, seo strongly recommended
The * Four Onka ™ Undentable A::)m Speaying Syringe.
Thin s the same sy s No ® bove,
-d‘ua.nluuuh for spraying the undorsdes

valuable

anIAI x20 0, 31p= 1> 20 in 340
The 1) » 20 in, stz strongly secommendad,

- Aws a Gold Modal at Hexham Froit Congross.

B Mxlim aulm lﬂxl.h. m:l“u
No. M. Withowr bend (LN ] " M
No SOATL With sugie bend 1700 ‘\"0 oy "0‘
Noo 190 New ™ Fonr Oubs = Farent Syringe with b Drip Pre
venter.  Pest guality sod finlsh, Complote as 0

X I 20 &) fn 204 1w, 20« 1§in,

No. 120, Without bend 1813 218 e MM
No. IAR With naghe bend 205 N ni am
Poatage oxtra.

(Reproduced from The CGA [Country Gentlemen's Association] General Price Book 1938)

Rite wn CGA Baaok 1929
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KEEP YOUR

WAREHOUSES
SWEET & CLEAN

LIMEWASH

WITH THE

OAKS”

SPRAYERS

YOU WILL SAVE
o]
90°/.
OF THE COST

Send for catalogues and particulars

FOUR OAKS SPRAYING MACHINE CO.
FOUR OAKS, SUTTON COLDFIELD, BIRMINGHAM

Advert from the 1948 Waste and Scrap Trades handbook
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COUNTRY LIFE

I-"OUR OAKS
554/ ﬁfo,ae&a/ Wechansed ,5}@%

: It does the work—you simply guide! § & i gl
N Buuufullg balanced and easy to use, § ' Y !
- » " it is suitable for general spraying in -t
the garden, orchard or estate. The
engine drives the pump and propels
the machine—no hard work of any
kind—just fill up and spray.
25-gallon capacity, £135 ex works.
Other modelsinthe FOUR OAKS
range of Mechanized Machines
include the Popular (6-gallon),
the Senior (15-gallon) and Trac-
tor-mounted and Trailer Units
up to 200-gallon capacity. Fully
illustrated leaflets of FOUR
OAKS Sprayers for every
purpose will gladly be sent on
request.

Top) In the Greenhouse

(Below) For Raspberries,

¥ P, (Below) Selective weed-
Beans, etc. f

- killing

[
THE FOUR OAKS SPRAYING MACHINE CL

FOUR OAKS - BIRMINGHAM

Phone : Four Oaks 1096/7/8

Grams : Sprayers - Four Oaks

From Country Life Magazine - April 1957
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PRICE LIST, JANUARY 1st, 1968

Prices maintained without increase for 1969

MECHANIZED SPRAYERS Price ex Works

s, d.
The “Popular” Mechanized Sprayer Gpnom 9 10 ©
The "“Senior” Mechanized Sprayer 5 gallons 108 10 0
The “S; ile”, self-propelled Mechanized Sprayer 25pllom 169 10 O
The * 55", self-propelled Mechanized
png:l 55 gallons 218 10 0
va’sSmlntSpn;mobilu 1010 0
The umgmmwumwm
or Petrol 25 gallons 125 0 0
The “Powerspray”, High Pressure Unit 17 0 0
TRACTOR MOUNTED UNITS Price ex Works
The “Shamrock™ Tractor Mounted Unit Capacity é 5. d.
Low Volume Model 333 40 gallons 30
The “Shamrock” Tractor Mounted Unit
Low/MedlumVolumcModdm 60gallons 97 7 0
The “Shamrock” Tractor Mounted Unit
mmvmmddm 60 gallons 127 1 0O
TRACTOR TRAILER UNITS Price ex Works
The “Shamrock™ Trailer Unit Capacity ‘i‘ s. d.
Low Volume Model 333T 40 gallons 112 4 0
The “Shamrock™ Trailer Unit
Low/Medium Volume Model 4447 60 gallons 125 19 0
m“suwm:;;&l t'h,;;l:tle]”fl' 60 gallons 155 2
ume 0
i High/Low Volume 200 gallons 275 0 0
The “Major-300"" Trailer Model
High/Low Volume 300 gallons 298 10 ©
NOZZLES FOR TRACTOR UNITS
Size O — 5gpa. at4mph 11/~ Size H — 40 g.pa. at4dmph. 11/~
Size A — 10 g.p.a at 4 m.p.h. 11/~ Size K —60g.pa.astdmp.h 11/~
Sbe(B:— 15 g.pa. at 4 m.p.h. 11/= Size L —70z.p.n.n4m.p.h. 11/-

Size 20 g.pa. at 4 mph, 11/~ Size M — p.n.nhn.% ll[-
Size D — 30 g.p.a. at 4 m.p.h. 11/~ lmerchmbil’cnp. for A,

2/

Recommended nozzles For Model 333, Nozzles O, A, B, C.

for each type of For Model 444, Nozzles .A,B,

Machine For Model 555, Nozzles O, A, B, KLL'M
orMmotZOO.thO,A B,Q

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR TRACTOR UNITS
All Models excepr Major 200 and 300

5. d.
Drop Legs for under leaf llg 12 9
Set of Fittings for various marmmmm
interchangeable 711 9
Fulin‘Amchmenu 419 9
ible couplings .. 218 9
s d. £
Atchable No. 1 o -7 18 6
tuchable No, 2 o¥ "o 1 0 m:hBrcnKuapmckTm 13
Bridgwater No. 1 Farmer 10 1
with Iron Wheels 38 .. 5811 3 | Flame GunNo. 1 . 23
with Prewmatic Tyres, . .. 70 5 6 | Flame Gun No. F3 . 30
Bridgwater No. 2 Flame Gun No. F4 17
with Iron Wheels oo .. 7711 9 | Flame Gun No, F5
with Pneumatic Tyves. . .. 8 7 0 with Hood . 271
Bodkin Flame Thrower .. 2816 6 withou: Hood . 26
m‘zh,mnm ae . 5214 3 Iron Wheel < 303
with Pneumatic Tyre .. we 3011 S with Solid Rubber Tyre . 3
Chelsea .. T3 72 3 with Preumatic Tyre . 40
Colonial .. 5 7 2 9 | Kent Knapsack No. 2 231
!Dkugmn 13 3 9 | Kent Knapsack No. 4 211
ior 5 4 9 P

?
Swovow wWw voocow &

SUBOWNe Wk KOV
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WATER BARROW
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PRICES SUBJECT TO ALTERATION WITHOUT NOTICE

Telophone 021-308 37T

SUTTON COLDFIELD, WARWICKSHIRE

THE FOUR OAKS SPRAYING MACHINE CO., LTD.

FOUR OAKS,

Telegrama “Sprayers, Four Oaks"

22



As mentioned earlier, an application to Companies House a while ago resulted in a
microfiche of statutory documents supplied. This has revealed some of the history of
the FOSMC after WWII. In 1950 a document was drawn up that resulted in the
change of trading style of the company, from being solely owned by WCG Ludford to
that of a Limited Company with the directors being WCG Ludford and his sons Leslie
Brentnall Ludford and Lawrance Ludford. At this time WCG was in his 83" year and,
given that he passed away early in 1951, this change may well have been him putting
things in order while able to do so. He is buried with his wife who predeceased him in
1937, aged 77, in the graveyard at Canwell, Staffordshire. It appears that, as a
consequence of his death, the day to day running of the business was taken over by his
sons Leslie and Lawrance and the business continued onwards.

Production of some sprayers was moved to Southern Ireland and a company called
Sprayers Ltd was created in order to manufacture various models under licence.
Outwardly, the only difference to sprayers manufactured there was a different plate
affixed to the sprayers. The Copy of a document found on a website of the Irish
government, that resulted from a question in the Irish parliament as to the level and
number of companies set up in Eire with foreign investment, suggests that this took
place between 1st January, 1955 to 31st March, 1957.

With the introduction of plastics into industry in the late 1950’s and throughout the
1960’s, together with a more disposable society developing, this inevitably had a
detrimental effect on the company. Added to this, as many of the products were
designed for large estates and country gardens, which too had seen a large decline
after the war, the once profitable business appeared to falter. New companies were
coming along, Hozelock appeared in 1959. Leslie Ludford passed away in 1959. The
accounts of year ended 31 December, 1971 show the result with a net loss for the year
of £1581.79 to which had to be added the cumulative loss from previous years of
£21022.31, resulting in a debit balance of £22604.10 carried forward.

The report also reported the impending sale of the freehold premises which comprised
the works and offices of the Company, with a book value of £1719 for the sum of
approximately £45,000. 1972 saw the trading situation appear to deteriorate further
with a loss of £4569.27 and 1974 saw the death of Lawrance Ludford and his son E.N
Ludford becoming a director. The 1974 Annual Report confirmed that "The
Company's Works and Offices situated on the north side of Belwell Lane were sold in
August 1972.

During 1975 the freeholds of some of the properties on the south side of Belwell Lane
were sold, including the remaining assembly shop and offices at 11 Belwell Lane. The
14™ January 1977 saw the effective closure of the FOSMC as a manufacturing
concern as the Company’s stock in trade was sold to the purchaser of the Company’s
business for £7,750.00. Investigation has revealed that The Willcox Group purchased
the business, as manufacturers of machine tools and machine tool lubrication systems
with premises in Kings Road, Tyseley, Birmingham. One of their subsidiaries was
The Phillip B Waldron Co. Ltd, using the brand name Dronwal. This date also saw the
cancellation of the Company’s VAT registration by H.M Customs and Excise. The
only income then became that derived from the letting of certain of its remaining
Freehold properties combined with ground rents receivable. This continued until 24"
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March 1986 when the remaining freehold investment property was sold for the sum of
£76,500, after selling expenses were deducted.

This drew the line under what had probably been the most well known brand of
spraying machines made in the Midlands, possibly the country and maybe the world.
This was confirmed in December 1986 when the directors recommended to the
members that the Company be placed into voluntary liquidation. This took place and
the process was completed with the Company being fully wound up on 15 September
1987. What remains is a wonderful heritage based upon the surviving examples of
their products together with the detailed literature that was used in promoting the
business while trading.

Sources of Information.

Companies House Microfiche for Four Oaks Spraying Machine Co Limited Co No
00483413, various documents within.

Espacenet - Patent Search for Patent Information.

Sutton Coldfield Reference Library for Planning Applications,
2290,2373,2777,2858,2859 re Four Oaks Spraying Machine Company/ W C G
Ludford Photographs of Company Buildings from slides loaned by M Baxter

Sutton Coldfield Burgess Roll Record 1891, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library
Census Returns 1851-1911 plus Parish Register Records and Death Registration
Index, Index of Wills and Marriages, Births and Deaths 1867 to 1974 onwards.
www.familysearch.org.uk for WCG Ludford and relatives.

Cambridgeshire County Council Wisbech Library - re Articles in Wisbech Advertiser
April 28 1909 - re Wisbech Fruit Growers Association Sprayer Demonstration April
22, 19009.

Copyright 1912 Spraying and Limewashing Machines - Directions for Use - with
some prices

Invoice July 25th,1925 from FOSMCO to Messrs J. G. Banfield and Sons,
Agricultural Engineers, Teme Street, Tenbury.

Invoice October 25th, 1930 to Messrs William J Markham & Son, Ironmongers,
Market Square, Buckingham re Sale of Four Oaks "Dairyman-de-Luxe" pattern
machine with Unchokable Nozzle In Lieu of Ordinary.

Four Oaks Catalogue and Price List Re Catalogue 35 - undated

Advertisement from The Ironmonger Buyers Guide 1937

Copies of Advertisements from Milling December 1938 June1939 & December 1939
Advertisement from The Ironmonger Buyers Guide, 1946

Advertisement from Timber Trades Directory, 1948

Four Oaks Catalogue and Price List April 1951

Four Oaks Catalogue and Price List of 1st December 1954

Four Oaks Spraymobile Advert Country Life Magazine April 1957

Dail Eireann - Volume 207 - 25 February 1964 Ceisteanna - Questions. Oral Answers.
- Establishment of Industries.

Catalogue of Selection of Products from the World's Largest Range, Four Oaks with
Price List dated January 1st 1968, and sub heading Prices maintained without increase
for 19609.

Adrian Lanchester-Hale
February 2023
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