William Morris Grundy

(1806-1859)

Sutton Coldfield’s Famous Photographer/Artist
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The Swan Hotel, High Street, Sutton Coldfield, once home of the Grundy Family
Picture taken from G. Sidwell & W.]. Durant’s Popular Guide to Sutton & Park 1893
(Sutton Library Ref:SH97SUT)

Perhaps the reason why William Morris Grundy, Photographer/Artist, is not
well known in his home town of Sutton Coldfield is because little has been
recorded of his private life. However, what records there are of him have
been kept by Sutton Coldfield Library over many years and it is therefore
possible to piece together the calibre of the man who lived in High Street
and who made such an impact on the photographic world of the 1850s.

It was his undoubted consummate skill at his craft that catapulted him into
the public eye for just a few years around the time of his death in 1859.



His work is now scattered throughout the world and thousands of pounds
are paid when his photographs change hands. Many of these can be seen
on the Internet simply by searching against his name.

Grundy lived in a large house, the name of which has changed regularly. In
the late 1800s, after Grundy’s death, it became known as The Swan Hotel
and then The Royal Hotel for about a hundred years after that. Nowadays, it
is known as The Townhouse.

In the mid-1800s, various techniques in photography were being explored,
amongst which was an invention by William Henry Fox Talbot called
calotype. This was a photographic process by which a large number of
prints could be produced from a negative (see William Henry Fox Talbot’s
Biography, https://victorian-era.org).

This process obviously interested Grundy and there are several newspaper
reports available on http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ recording
social events for which he had loaned copies of his own calotypes for
exhibition, eg:-

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, Monday 29t October 1855

The Members of the Society of Arts gave a converzatione at their rooms
in Temple Street. The interest of the meetings was considerably
enhanced by the exhibition of a portfolio of drawings signed by Mr
David Cox and a collection of excellent calotypes by, we believe, Mr
Grundy of Sutton.

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, Monday, 28 January 1856

Mr Underwood'’s Soirée — On Friday evening between four and five
hundred ladies and gentlemen assembled at Dee’s Hotel, to inspect a
large number of drawings and prints arranged by Mr. Underwood. The
collection included Mr. Simpson’s and Signor Bossoli’s drawings of
scenes in the Crimea, sketches by Roberts, Standfield and other eminent
artists, and a large number of Calotypes, kindly lent by Mr. Grundy of
Sutton Coldfield. These calotypes excited the greatest possible
attention throughout the evening, and from their extraordinary merit
richly deserve the praise so warmly bestowed upon them.

Birmingham Journal, Wednesday 16" September 1857
The examples of picture making by the process contributed by Mr
Grundy are of great excellence as compositions and as pictures.


https://victorian-era.org/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/

Advances in photography moved apace in the 1850s and one only has to
look at the website detailing photographs exhibited by William Morris
Grundy in Britain between 1839-1865 (www.peib.dmu.ac.uk/), to see that he
was also extensively using a process called collodion.

Stereoscope (www.vintagegraphics.ohsonifty.com)

However, as far as Sutton Coldfield is concerned, his greatest
achievements are his stereoscopic photographs. These can be likened to a
system we use today when watching a film through a viewer, whereby two
slightly differing views of the same picture are seen together producing a
3D effect. They would have been viewed through an apparatus called a
stereoscope.

As a rule, his photographs were of a posed rural scene depicting everyday
activities carried out by agricultural labourers, fishermen or farmers, both
men and women being represented. Some of these, almost certainly of
Sutton Park, were used in 1861 to illustrate a volume of poems called
Sunshine in the Country, 1861 (Sutton Coldfield Library Archives Old
Reference LC821.9).

Grundy’s ability to create this type of photograph was not the primary
reason for the book’s popularity or his renown; it was the meticulous
compilation and set up of the subject matter which was considered to be
near perfect.


http://peib.dmu.ac.uk/
https://vintagegraphics.ohsonifty.com/

This picture (taken from www.sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-
40/1872-william-grundy-31.html) looking across Mill Street, Sutton Coldfield
to the first Town School, c18585, is a rare example of his stereoscopic
photographs.
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After he died from Tuberculosis on 25% August 1859, the originals of most of
his photographs were purchased by the London Stereoscopic Company.
These are now in private hands. Unfortunately, it is said, his remaining
negatives were thrown into a pool after his death!

The following COLLECTION OF ‘GRUNDY’ PAPERS is a miscellany of useful
material intended as an aid to future research. These documents are
gathered together here as a means of keeping that work in one place.

Janet Jordan
Sutton Coldfield Local History Research Group
August 2022


https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-40/1872-william-grundy-31.html
https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-40/1872-william-grundy-31.html

COLLECTION OF ‘GRUNDY’
PAPERS

LIST OF FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

Two pages of notes on William Morris Grundy and the Grundy family
(William Grundy Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local
Studies)

Further Note on William Morris Grundy, compiled at the Reference
Library, Birmingham, 1, issued by the City Librarian. (William Grundy
Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies)

Another Note on William Morris Grundy (William Grundy Folder,
Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies)

Note re William Morris Grundy with additional notations (Sutton
Coldfield Reference Library Ref QSH78.1GRU)

Copy Death Certificate of William Morris Grundy

Several pages from ‘blue’ copy of Sunshine in the Country, a Book of
rural Poetry, Embellished with Photographs from Nature, Pub. Richard
Griffin and Company, London, 1861. (Sutton Coldfield Reference Library
Archives Old Reference LC821.9) showing Photographic extracts
depicting areas in Sutton Park

Newspaper cutting from Midweek Observer, Wednesday May 10,
2001

Grundy’s Stereographic photographs of Coleshill Street,1858 with
note from Norman Granville Evans (Normal Granville Evans’ Collection
in Sutton Coldfield Library)



1. Two pages of notes on William Morris Grundy and the Grundy family
(William Grundy Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local

Studies)
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Further Note on William Morris Grundy, compiled at the Reference
Library, Birmingham, 1, issued by the City Librarian. (William Grundy
Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies)

GAUNDY, WILLIAM MOxmIS

Born at, what is now, No 5, Moast R
30th October, 1808, o¥, Birmingham,

Died in Sutton Coldfield, 20th August, 1859

His father hed s lesther business in Sradford
Street and uey Street, which, when he died i 1852
'.g_'otth almoat 23000, At his death Willianm
Morris Grundy's estate was worth slmost £85,000.

He had & brother Jemes sxd two sisters, Sarah and
Bllen, end when he died he left all his possessions
exgspt his horse and cerriage which went to his
 mother, to his two sisters., Mies Sarsh Grundy
was living in High Strees, Sutton Coldfield, in 1873
but moved to Lichfisld Road about 1874, She was
still thers in 1884 but by 1838 there is no eantry
tories. As to the leather business,
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family.




Another Note on William Morris Grundy (William Grundy Folder,
Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies)
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WILLIAM MCRBIS CRUNDY
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W.M,Orundy alse Joined the family business and by 1850 was 14
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Sutton Coldfield in what was lator the Swan Hotel (on the aite of the pre!:sn:tﬂoyal
Hotel), He evidently prospered, and died on August 20th 1850 leaving sstate whish
was sworn under £25,000, He seome never to have married.
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friends the cslebrated Scottish srobitect, Jonathan Anderson Ball, the pupdl sad
friend of Rickman, and thia msy be taken as evidence of ertistic sensibility in
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Several pages from ‘blue’ copy of Sunshine in the Country, a Book of
rural Poetry, Embellished with Photographs from Nature, Pub. Richard
Griffin and Company, London, 1861. (Sutton Coldfield Reference Library
Archives Old Reference LC821.9) showing Photographic extracts
depicting areas in Sutton Park
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SUNSHINE

IN THE COUNTRY

A BOGK OF RURAL POETNY

EMBELLISHED WITH PHOTOGRAFHS
FROM NATURE

LONDON :
RICHARD GRITFIN AND COMPANY,

W STATIONERS' HALL Codlny
e
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RURAL PLEASUMES

1S not that rural spocts aloow invite,

sy
! !_,;3 3}! Hut all the geatoful cosntry Ureathes delight
K ¥ Here bloombag henllh exents her gemtle reign,

And strings the sinesn of the Indwariom swain
Soan an the marning lark salates the day,
Through dewy fields | ke my froquent way,
Wheze T Lebold the frmer's exrly case
In the revalving libouss of the year,
B Whett tha fresh apeing b6 all her state bs crown'd,
And high Mexirtint o o'esspreiids he geoumd,
The labonrer with the Lepding seqthe §s seen,
Shaving the surfice of the waving given |
Of sl her narivo peide digwhes thy land,
And meads lays waste befne B8 sweeping hand .
1

LT
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THE BEE

ARK | the bee winds her small but metiow hom,
Blithe to salute the sunny smile of mom, T
O'er thymy downs she bends her busy counc.
And many a stream allures her to its source.

"Tis noon, 'tis night.  That eye so finely wroughh B
Beyond the reach of sense, the soar of thought,
Now vainly asks the scenes she left behind, T
:‘J’h'”_’"_“' its vision so confined | 2
Who ﬂu the patient pilgrim to her cell 1
With co l.m'nm]m G)nsdpus triumph swell 1 T
Of varieq Y retrace the mazy cluc

Hail, mﬁm‘hﬂt charm'd her as she flow !
Guardy 2 ! thy universal reign
e least link of being's glorious chain.
) SamuEL Roos>
%
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SUNSHINE IN THE COUNTRY.

A LANDSCAPE.

WEET was the scene! apart the codars mosd,
A sunvy islet open'd in the wood ;
With vernial tints the wild-beler thicket glows,
For here the desert flourish'd as the rose ;
From sapling trees with lueid foliage crown'd,
Gay lights and shadows twinkled on the ground :

Up the tall stema luxuriant exeepers un
To hang their silver blossoms in the sun ;
Deep velvet verdure clad the turf Dbeneatly,
Whete trodden fiowers their richest odours breathe §
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THE ANGLER'S SONG.

B2 ROM the river's plashy bank,

SN Where the sedge grows green and rask,
And the twisted woodline springs.
Upward speeds the moming lark

To its slver clond—and hark !

On his way the woodman aings,

On the dim and midty lakes
Gloriously the maorming breaks,
And the eagle’s on his cloud s
Whilat the wind, with sighing, woos
o lts arus the chaste cold coze,
And the matling reeds pipe loud.
‘.
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THE FOWLER.

youth,

% ; " A s wmninx guns the unwesned fouler roves
RNy When fross hive whitened all the naked goves,
“’bcn' doves ity flocks the Jeafless troes o'endade,
And loncly woodcocks kaant the watery, glide
He lifts the tube, and levets with his cye
Straight a short thunder breaks the frozen ky !

O s in iy rings they skim the heath,

The clamorows lapwings focl the leoden death:

Of us the mounting lerks their Mt prepare

They fall, and losye their little lves it 3%

ak
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SUNSHINE IX Tw3 COUNTRY

And while the vale the humid wealth lmbib
Ihe fostering. wave sustaing the inny et
The carp, with golden weales, In wam

The trout in crimson-speckled

ws ;
on play ;
glory gy ;
By; RIOTY gay
The red-finned roach, the silvercoated eel

! i

The pike, whose hount the twisted roots conceal

The healing tench, the yudgeon, pefch, and Bream
Amd all the sportive natives of the sream.

“The vigorous stream How drive the busy mil,
And now disdains the Hide name of il :

The clustering cots adom its Sowery sidles,
Where blest content, with rosy health, abides §

LE]
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WOODS IN WINTER.

y, HEN winter winds are picrcing chill,
And through the hawthorn blows the gale,
 With solemn feet 1 tread the hill

“That overbrows the Jonely val.
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Newspaper cutting from Midweek Observer, Wednesday May 10,

2001

MIDWEEK OBSERVER, Wed-May (0, 3001,

MIDWEEK LOOKING BACK

This week the Observer begins a look
back at the In Sutton.
In the first of series reporter
Charlotte Evans takes a look at the

hisﬁoryotmeﬁgymoﬁelontheﬂigh

he building now known

as the Royal Hotel was

built in the 1750s as a
private residence.

Little is known of 115 first oceu-
pants or owners during its first cen-
tury until William Morrs Grundy, a
famous photographer, lived there.

Grundy was employed in the family
business of currying and tanning, but his
greut Jove was photography.

Estate

After his death in 1859 he left an
estate worth more than £25,000, which
mostly went to his sister.

Duning his life, Grundy was ridicaled

lustrations pow appear 1 the book -
Sunshine in the Country — and many of
the photographs are sill recognisable a8
views of Sutton Park.

During bis time at the house locals
were ofien amused when Grundy’s spe-
cially equipped dark room -~ a horse
drawn van — made its way round the
street.

On his death the town's records show
that his sister came 1o hive at the High
Street house, but after 1888 her name 1
not recorded in the town's directories.

From when it was built, the house
resmained a private residence for a cen-
tury, then became the Swan Hotel,

Guides of 1880 and 1890, though

making no mention of the Swan,

the Ro

for his artistic Jeanings but some of his-

P
ks

The life and times of
l Hotel

The Old Swan Hotel, later the Royal, 1880. The Swan Inn is the&esem Royal Hotel. The

building dates back to ¢. 1750. It was a private residence until
its name to the Royal Holel to avoid confusion
L (pictuve countasy of Sutton Coldfiad Litvary,)

became the Swan Hotel. In 1910 It cha
with the Top Swan on the Lichfield R:

describe The Royal, then the council house, as
a magnificent building in the Italian-style.

Some £30.000 was spent on decorating and
furnishing the great mansion, Though, why so
much was spent on a boilding with so litle
hotel-life before it is unknown.

It is thought that the Swan became the Royal
in 1910 to avoid confusion with the Top Swan
on the Lichficld Road.

In about 1933 the hotel was bought by a Mr
Boswell, an estate agent, whose family ran the

25

mid 1 s when |t

pub for many years,

Apparently, Mr Boswell was engaged by the
previous owners of the hotel 1o sell it and, so
the story goes, the amount at which he valoed
it was not reached wt the auction,

He told his employers that he still thought it
was worth the amount he had stated and 50
bought it himself

Today, though the building is structurally
17th century, the interior has undergone
extensive alterations to modernise it




8.

Grundy’s Stereographic photographs of Coleshill Street,1858 with

note from Norman Granville Evans (Normal Granville Evans’ Collection

in Sutton Coldfield Library)

oS STRIGYT SoTvow COedFmiaed ¢ 1858

-~
YHiS 43 N STRIGINDL 2TER G - o ¥ e - :
0 s >TERIG PHAT0eRNPH \:'_1 Wietl 2™ ML]RUS G‘RUNLT wWite Lived
. -
iN THe HIER STREST SuTrod MAUSE RWICH 1S oW THE Royae Werde :
HE BEVELOPIR E WET P0TE NEGATIVEE IN A WOONGN MaB1LE BARK Room

ERFCTED™ ant B CHRT ARy DRANN @7 A HORSE TH THE ADCATIEN

3 a% S S T4 T > . - >
HE W05 PIUSTIH BY THOMAS BROMWICH, WHS 43 RECORDCS iy AN ENCyelLsPe
OF WORALCKSHIRE . 1867 AF A PHTSERAPHIR ~  piy ,,.v,,( )

v iy
T, v
L L,’,.’,WJ}';’ '“mf’/?

4.

26



