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William Morris Grundy 
(1806-1859) 

 
Sutton Coldfield’s Famous Photographer/Artist 

 

 
The Swan Hotel, High Street, Sutton Coldfield, once home of the Grundy Family 

Picture taken from G. Sidwell & W.J. Durant’s Popular Guide to Sutton & Park 1893 

(Sutton Library Ref:SH97SUT) 

 

Perhaps the reason why William Morris Grundy, Photographer/Artist, is not 

well known in his home town of Sutton Coldfield is because little has been 

recorded of his private life.  However, what records there are of him have 

been kept by Sutton Coldfield Library over many years and it is therefore 

possible to piece together the calibre of the man who lived in High Street 

and who made such an impact on the photographic world of the 1850s. 

 

It was his undoubted consummate skill at his craft that catapulted him into 

the public eye for just a few years around the time of his death in 1859. 
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His work is now scattered throughout the world and thousands of pounds 

are paid when his photographs change hands. Many of these can be seen 

on the Internet simply by searching against his name. 

 

Grundy lived in a large house, the name of which has changed regularly. In 

the late 1800s, after Grundy’s death, it became known as The Swan Hotel 

and then The Royal Hotel for about a hundred years after that.  Nowadays, it 

is known as The Townhouse. 

 

In the mid-1800s, various techniques in photography were being explored, 

amongst which was an invention by William Henry Fox Talbot called 

calotype.  This was a photographic process by which a large number of 

prints could be produced from a negative (see William Henry Fox Talbot’s 

Biography, https://victorian-era.org). 

 

This process obviously interested Grundy and there are several newspaper 

reports available on http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ recording 

social events for which he had loaned copies of his own calotypes for 

exhibition, eg:- 

 

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, Monday 29th October 1855 

The Members of the Society of Arts gave a converzatione at their rooms 

in Temple Street.  The interest of the meetings was considerably 

enhanced by the exhibition of a portfolio of drawings signed by Mr 

David Cox and a collection of excellent calotypes by, we believe, Mr 

Grundy of Sutton. 

 

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette, Monday, 28 January 1856 

Mr Underwood’s Soirée – On Friday evening between four and five 

hundred ladies and gentlemen assembled at Dee’s Hotel, to inspect a 

large number of drawings and prints arranged by Mr. Underwood.  The 

collection included Mr. Simpson’s and Signor Bossoli’s drawings of 

scenes in the Crimea, sketches by Roberts, Standfield and other eminent 

artists, and a large number of Calotypes, kindly lent by Mr. Grundy of 

Sutton Coldfield.  These calotypes excited the greatest possible 

attention throughout the evening, and from their extraordinary merit 

richly deserve the praise so warmly bestowed upon them. 

 

Birmingham Journal, Wednesday 16th September 1857 

The examples of picture making by the process contributed by Mr 

Grundy are of great excellence as compositions and as pictures. 

 

https://victorian-era.org/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Advances in photography moved apace in the 1850s and one only has to 

look at the website detailing photographs exhibited by William Morris 

Grundy in Britain between 1839-1865 (www.peib.dmu.ac.uk/), to see that he 

was also extensively using a process called collodion. 

 

 

 
Stereoscope (www.vintagegraphics.ohsonifty.com) 

 

 

However, as far as Sutton Coldfield is concerned, his greatest 

achievements are his stereoscopic photographs.  These can be likened to a 

system we use today when watching a film through a viewer, whereby two 

slightly differing views of the same picture are seen together producing a 

3D effect.  They would have been viewed through an apparatus called a 

stereoscope. 

As a rule, his photographs were of a posed rural scene depicting everyday 

activities carried out by agricultural labourers, fishermen or farmers, both 

men and women being represented. Some of these, almost certainly of 

Sutton Park, were used in 1861 to illustrate a volume of poems called 

Sunshine in the Country, 1861 (Sutton Coldfield Library Archives Old 

Reference LC821.9). 

 

Grundy’s ability to create this type of photograph was not the primary 

reason for the book’s popularity or his renown; it was the meticulous 

compilation and set up of the subject matter which was considered to be 

near perfect. 

http://peib.dmu.ac.uk/
https://vintagegraphics.ohsonifty.com/
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This picture (taken from www.sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-

40/1872-william-grundy-31.html) looking across Mill Street, Sutton Coldfield 

to the first Town School, c1855, is a rare example of his stereoscopic 

photographs. 

 

 
 

After he died from Tuberculosis on 25th August 1859, the originals of most of 

his photographs were purchased by the London Stereoscopic Company.  

These are now in private hands. Unfortunately, it is said, his remaining 

negatives were thrown into a pool after his death! 

 

The following COLLECTION OF ‘GRUNDY’ PAPERS is a miscellany of useful 

material intended as an aid to future research.  These documents are 

gathered together here as a means of keeping that work in one place.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Janet Jordan 

Sutton Coldfield Local History Research Group 

August 2022 

 

https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-40/1872-william-grundy-31.html
https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/101-articles-1-40/1872-william-grundy-31.html
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COLLECTION OF ‘GRUNDY’ 

PAPERS 
 

 

 

LIST OF FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS 

 

 

1. Two pages of notes on William Morris Grundy and the Grundy family 

(William Grundy Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local 

Studies) 

 

2. Further Note on William Morris Grundy, compiled at the Reference 

Library, Birmingham, 1, issued by the City Librarian. (William Grundy 

Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies) 

 

3. Another Note on William Morris Grundy (William Grundy Folder, 

Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies) 

 

4. Note re William Morris Grundy with additional notations (Sutton 

Coldfield Reference Library Ref QSH78.1GRU) 

 

5. Copy Death Certificate of William Morris Grundy 

 

6. Several pages from ‘blue’ copy of Sunshine in the Country, a Book of 

rural Poetry, Embellished with Photographs from Nature, Pub. Richard 

Griffin and Company, London, 1861. (Sutton Coldfield Reference Library 

Archives Old Reference LC821.9) showing Photographic extracts 

depicting areas in Sutton Park 

 

7. Newspaper cutting from Midweek Observer, Wednesday May 10th, 

2001 

 

8. Grundy’s Stereographic photographs of Coleshill Street,1858 with 

note from Norman Granville Evans (Normal Granville Evans’ Collection 

in Sutton Coldfield Library) 
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1. Two pages of notes on William Morris Grundy and the Grundy family 

(William Grundy Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local 

Studies) 
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2. Further Note on William Morris Grundy, compiled at the Reference 

Library, Birmingham, 1, issued by the City Librarian. (William Grundy 

Folder, Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies) 
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3. Another Note on William Morris Grundy (William Grundy Folder, 

Sutton Coldfield Reference Library, Local Studies) 
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4. Note re William Morris Grundy with additional notations (Sutton 

Coldfield Reference Library Reference QSH78.1GRU) 
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5. Copy Death Certificate of William Morris Grundy 
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6. Several pages from ‘blue’ copy of Sunshine in the Country, a Book of 

rural Poetry, Embellished with Photographs from Nature, Pub. Richard 

Griffin and Company, London, 1861. (Sutton Coldfield Reference Library 

Archives Old Reference LC821.9) showing Photographic extracts 

depicting areas in Sutton Park 
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7. Newspaper cutting from Midweek Observer, Wednesday May 10th, 

2001 
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8. Grundy’s Stereographic photographs of Coleshill Street,1858 with 

note from Norman Granville Evans (Normal Granville Evans’ Collection 

in Sutton Coldfield Library) 

 

 

 
 


