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(Thanks to Don McCollam for the loan of the booklet.) 

 

 

"AFTER THE RAID" 
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

 
 

by Janet Jordan 

 

 

"Imagine a cold, dark December evening in 1940.  You are returning to your 

home in Sutton Coldfield after a hard day's work in the office.  The train has 

been delayed, as usual, but now you are walking the last mile home.  There's a 

nice hot meal waiting for you on the table and a welcome fire burning in the 

grate. 

 

You turn the corner of your road.  Up ahead, there's unusual activity.  A lot of 

people milling around, mounds of rubble, the smell of smoke.  Of course, you 

knew about the raid during the day.  So, who's been hit?  Not your house, 

surely!  And your fears increase as you get nearer. 

 

It's the chimney and the side of your house that have taken the brunt of it!  

What a mess!  Your living room and upstairs bedroom are exposed to the 

elements.  You can't take it all in.  There are offers of help from the neighbours.  

At least your family will have a bed for the night.  And, tomorrow, where on 

earth are you going to start! 

 

But wait, what about that booklet they put through the door.  Who might have 

a copy?  That would tell you what to do.  What was it called?  Oh, yes, 'After 

the Raid'." 

 

 

And here it is:- 
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This booklet was issued to the residents of 

Sutton Coldfield in August, 1942. 


