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Pamphlet 

 

- relating to - 

 

AVONDALE BOYS SCHOOL 

Clifton Road, 

Sutton Coldfield 

 
 

 

 

(With thanks to Jane Harwood who donated the pamphlet.  It will be seen that 

Henry Elliott gave permission for the Annual Sports event to be held in his Field 

in the Park.  Mr Elliott was her second great grandfather. 

Thanks are also extended to David Yates whose memories help to visualise the 

school.) 
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AVONDALE BOYS SCHOOL 
 

CLIFTON ROAD,  SUTTON COLDFIELD 
 

 

 

 

 

The following PAMPHLET relates to an Annual Sports Event being held by 

Avondale School , Clifton Road, Sutton Coldfield on July 27th, 1895.  This 

would be when the Brownhill Family were running it as a private school. 

 

During the present Covid-19 pandemic, which precludes access to the town's 

archives in Sutton Coldfield Library, very little about the running of the school 

can be discovered, although it is estimated to have been in existence for  about 

60 years. 

 

However,  a current resident of Manor Road, David Yates, remembers the house 

as being  a tall, gloomy mid-Victorian building in the gothic style - three storeys 

with steep gables. It stood alone but was surrounded by a ring of tall pine trees, 

which are still there in 2020 

surrounding the path from the 

toucan crossing down to the 

Leisure Centre..  He thinks the 

house was probably demolished in 

the early 1960's when much of 

Sutton was being "improved". 

 

This  extract from an OS Map of 

the site in 1913 shows the house 

coloured red and David believes 

that the additional smaller 

building in the grounds, with the 

shared drive, could very well have 

been the schoolroom. 
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The  Brownhill Family came  from Walsall.  The 1871 Census records Rowland 

William Brownhill (aged 37) of Birchills Foundary, Walsall, as an Ironfounder 

and Brickmaker. His wife was Emily (38) and his daughters were, Linda (9), 

Gertrude (7), Grace (3) and  Mabel (1).  There was also his young son, 

Archibald (8 months).  

 

In 1872, Rowland became Mayor of Walsall1. He also became famous for 

inventing the "Brownhill Coin in the Slot Gas Meter."2  Sadly, on 11 August 

1895 he died and probate was granted to his widow, Emily.3 Why his estate was 

said to be worth only £40 at that time is a mystery, as newspaper reports from 

1st April 18954  mention the sale of his business earlier that year raised £50,000. 

 

The 1901 Census  shows that members of the family had set up a private boys' 

school at Avondale.  Archibald (now 30) was a schoolmaster, his mother Emily 

( 68) was said to be  housekeeper, although by the 1911 Census she had become 

proprietor of the school, with Archibald, Grace and another son, Horace, as 

schoolmasters. By 1939, Emily had died and Horace had become the owner. 

 

Archibald died in 1949, Horace in 1956 and Grace in 1958.  It is supposed that 

the school would  have closed shortly afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

1.www.British Newspaper Archive: Tamworth Herald, November 16, 1872 

2.www.patents.google.com  US405944A - beownhill   

3. www.ancestry.co.uk,  

4.www.British Newspaper Archive: Glasgow Herald, Monday 1st April 1895 
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