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It seems fitting, as we already have Sutton Coldfield’s first Town Clerk featured on 

this website, that we should now include its last Town Clerk, John Paul Holden (or 

Paul Holden as he was always known). 

 

In October, John Holden, his son, deposited with the Sutton Coldfield Local 

History Research Group a collection of photographs that had been gathered 

together by his father during his term of office, recalling several events with which 

he was involved.  

 

We are delighted, therefore, to be able to reproduce copies of those photos in the 

following pages. 

 

You will also see a newspaper cutting about Mr Holden’s retirement, which gives a 

splendid resumé of his career.  Interestingly, one reads of his involvement with 

negotiations for the town centre redevelopment scheme in 1973, sounding very 

familiar news to us in 2023! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Jordan 

Member of Sutton Coldfield Local History Research Group 

November, 2023 
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Remembrance Sunday, 1965, Saluting Base in Anchorage Road 

Paul Holden wearing wig. 

 

 

 
 

Speech day Boldmere School 1965 

Mayor and Mayoress, Paul Holden talking to a pupil 

Left to Right:  Pupil, Dick Phillips, Blanche Whitfield (Mayoress 1967-68), Bill Simson? 

Paul Holden 
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Royal Show, 1965 

L-R: Audrey Rawlings, Paul Holden, Stella Holden, Sidney Rawlings (Mayor 65/66) 
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1967-68 

Town Council (Frank Whitfield, Mayor) 1967-68 

 

 

 
 

Copy of above photo with some members identified. 

 ‘’Donald Mills’ is thought to be Councillor Smallwood 
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1969 

Left to right:  Richard ‘Dick’ Phillips (Mayor 68-69), Paul Holden (Town Clerk), Doll 

Hamilton (Mayoress 69-70), Bert Meers (Mace Bearer), Jack Hamilton (Mayor 69-70), 

Rev Aleric Rose (Mayor’s Chaplain & Rector of Sutton Coldfield Parish Church), Barbara 

Phillips (Mayoress 1968-69) 

 

 
 

Copy of above photo with identification. 
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1969? 

Photo in Council Chamber of above mayor (Jack Hamilton) and deputy (Dick Phillips) 

-  changing over roles?  Paul Holden, Town Clerk 
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1971 

(1) HRH Princess Anne visit to Sutton to open Lingard House, 26
th

 May 1971, part of the 

development of almshouses in Walmley which is run by the then Sutton Coldfield Municipal 

Trustees (now Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust). 

 

 

 
 

(2) HRH Princess Anne visit to Sutton to open Lingard House, 26
th

 May 1971. 

Paul Holden, also in the picture, was clerk and solicitor to the Sutton Coldfield 

 Municipal Trustees 
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(3) HRH Princess Anne visit to Sutton to open Lingard House, 26
th

 May 1971 

 

 
 

(4) HRH Princess Anne visit to Sutton to open Lingard House, 26
th

 May 1971 
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Paul Holden’s signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Town Council, 1972-73 
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Copy of previous photo with identification 

No. 4 is thought to be Donald Mills and No. 7 is Councillor Smallwood 
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1973? 

Photo handing over petition to ‘save Sutton’ outside Parliament 

 

 

 
 

Copy of previous photo with identification. 

The question mark is thought to be Donald Mills.  
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Sutton Coldfield Newspaper Cutting, September 21, 1973 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


